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My legislation not only honors their 

sacrifice but also recognizes how crit-
ical essential workers are to our econ-
omy even beyond a public health emer-
gency. 

They have earned their place in this 
country. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 1395. A bill to temporarily suspend 
the debt limit through December 31, 
2024; read the first time. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1395 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF PUBLIC 

DEBT LIMIT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3101(b) of title 31, 

United States Code, shall not apply for the 
period beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act and ending on December 31, 2024. 

(b) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO OBLIGATIONS 
ISSUED DURING EXTENSION PERIOD.—Effective 
on January 1, 2025, the limitation in effect 
under section 3101(b) of title 31, United 
States Code, shall be increased to the extent 
that— 

(1) the face amount of obligations issued 
under chapter 31 of such title and the face 
amount of obligations whose principal and 
interest are guaranteed by the United States 
Government (except guaranteed obligations 
held by the Secretary of the Treasury) out-
standing on January 1, 2025, exceeds 

(2) the face amount of such obligations 
outstanding on the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(c) EXTENSION LIMITED TO NECESSARY OBLI-
GATIONS.—An obligation shall not be taken 
into account under subsection (b)(1) unless 
the issuance of such obligation was nec-
essary to fund a commitment incurred pur-
suant to law by the Federal Government 
that required payment before January 1, 
2025. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 186—SEEK-
ING JUSTICE FOR THE JAPA-
NESE CITIZENS ABDUCTED BY 
NORTH KOREA 

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 186 

Whereas the United States Government 
recognizes that North Korea was abducting 
Japanese citizens since the 1970s; 

Whereas, in September 2002, North Korea 
admitted that it had abducted Japanese citi-
zens and promised to prevent further 
recurrences; 

Whereas, in October of 2002, only 5 
abductees were returned to Japan after being 
held prisoner for 24 years, despite the ex-
plicit commitment of North Korea to inves-
tigate what had happened to all abductees; 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights upholds the basic principles of 
liberty and freedom enshrined within the 

United States Constitution and Bill of 
Rights; 

Whereas human rights awareness is essen-
tial to the realization of fundamental free-
doms and contributes to promoting equality, 
preventing conflict and human rights viola-
tions, and enhancing participation in demo-
cratic processes; 

Whereas these abductions of Japanese citi-
zens by North Korea directly conflict with 
the basic principle of liberty and freedom; 
and 

Whereas there have been several attempts 
at dialogue between North Korea and Japa-
nese leaders in an effort to yield stable re-
sults: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on North Korea to release any ab-

ducted foreign nationals, including those 
from Japan; 

(2) urges North Korea to return the re-
mains and provide information on any de-
ceased abductees; 

(3) urges North Korea to make such repara-
tions as are appropriate regarding abductees; 
and 

(4) urges North Korea to apologize and per-
manently cease such activities. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 187—AU-
THORIZING THE TAKING OF A 
PHOTOGRAPH IN THE SENATE 
CHAMBER 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 

Mrs. FISCHER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 187 
Resolved, That rule 13.1 of the United 

States Senate Chamber and Galleries Regu-
lations (prohibiting the taking of pictures in 
the Senate Chamber) be temporarily sus-
pended for the sole and specific purpose of 
permitting the Senate Photographic Studio 
to photograph the Senate in actual session 
on May 2, 2023. 

SEC. 2. The Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate is authorized and di-
rected to make the necessary arrangements 
therefore, which arrangements shall provide 
for a minimum of disruption to Senate pro-
ceedings. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 1395 and H.R. 2811 

Mr. SCHUMER. I understand there 
are two bills at the desk, and I ask for 
their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
first time en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1395) to temporarily suspend the 
debt limit through December 31, 2024. 

A bill (H.R. 2811) to provide for a respon-
sible increase to the debt ceiling, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
now ask for a second reading and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE TAKING OF A 
PHOTOGRAPH IN THE SENATE 
CHAMBER 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 187, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 187) authorizing the 
taking of a photograph in the Senate Cham-
ber. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 187) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution, with its preamble, is 
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR TOMORROW, 
TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent when 
the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, May 2; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that following the con-
clusion of morning business, the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to re-
sume consideration of the Farbiarz 
nomination; further, that the cloture 
motions filed during Wednesday’s ses-
sion ripen at 11:30 a.m. and that not-
withstanding rule XXII, following the 
cloture vote on the Farbiarz nomina-
tion, the Senate vote on cloture on the 
Kirsch nomination; that following the 
cloture vote on the Kirsch nomination, 
the Senate recess subject to the call of 
the Chair to allow for the weekly cau-
cus meetings and taking of the official 
photograph of the 118th Congress; fur-
ther, that when the Senate reconvenes, 
all postcloture time on the Farbiarz 
nomination be considered expired and 
the Senate vote on confirmation of the 
nomination; that at 5 p.m., if cloture 
has been invoked on the Kirsch nomi-
nation, the Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nomination, followed by a 
vote on cloture on the Merchant nomi-
nation; finally, that if any nominations 
are confirmed, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information 
of the Senate, there will be two rollcall 
votes at 11:30 a.m., one rollcall vote fol-
lowing the photograph, and two rollcall 
votes at 5 p.m. 
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